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1. 5. Vhy &l4 China apperently lose ite ideas of progress after the period of contend-
ing ataton? Whst elovents of Confucleniss, Teciss and Butdhise are siniticant
to the understapding of this situstion? What philosoptifice)l ideac or treditional
culture cle.enbe heve tenfed to attemuste interest in the systenstic atudy of
pature” Vast are the zein fectors csatrituting to Chinese falltre Lo develop
Western soientific sttitudes after their introfuction in the 175 andl 10L .
senturisg?

25X1X6 »

A. o I, h:e ansver to the first is
hat Chine never had an idea of jrgzress as ve understand the Lorm. And the
alasants in the Chinese cultural treditlon that mske 1% possidble to understend
this fmes are not the eoclal, moral or politicsl doctrines that ve have tonded
almost exclusively to stuly. The clesemts that make it possibie to 'mderstand
Mtwmuammmma{mm;mhwmmanamathat
mmmmmammqmmmmuﬁmc:mw
itsslf. The difference liee in the answers they gsve to such questions as: “What
is Beiagl” Mh%mwmmmmmx@mm%rm
What i3 the nature of tims? WRat is the nature of Space? What is ultimstely
real?l Is the ultimate reality composed of matter or is it fomm or is it s
combinstion of these! Is it sensed or is it known only by postulsting its
wmmwmmﬁmammmWsm it n
postulated entity is as it 1s postulated to be? What sse the categories used %o
mmmmmuﬂm%atcmmﬂwmm? and what is the gzoal of the
system of thought?”

25X1X6 /) (VIR - oot differences between Chinesc snd Yestorn
civiligation mnd culture awe not due sizmply to different exterasl envivcomment
or to different internal enviromsents in the sense of 4iffereut bicloglcal,
neurologicesl or constitetionmal fastors. The difference 18 due instead T
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%o differences given to the fusdmsental questions esked sbove.

The vorld of senss dete i of course the first world of which Man is sware, The
fivet question whihh he faces, therefore, is:Whiet is the svuvee vi the saimation
sud order cbserved to be present in the sensed world? In the Gree: foundations of
Westorn eivilization the following gnswer was given to that question. The satmating
ad ovdering prianciple or forve is possessed by certain forceful, resourceful sen.
o deabt certain fectors in their externel enviromment directed their sttention to
this possibility, but the statement is a comflusion Ybesed on the exaninstion of
such factual evidence as wos aveilable to thes, and was not a necessary conditioning
of thelr minds in the sense that no other conclusion was possible. Bowever, mo
gther concluslion may have been remscuable under their experience es of thet date.
Thet is, perhaps to the extent they were sesgoing they oheerved the necessiiy of
baving one zun direet the euterprise in order that chaos sbould wot imperik the
whole crew, Im China the answer to that guestion - What iz the souwros of the
saimetion and order observed to be jreseat in the sense world? - was the folloving:
mmummmmmummmmmmumww
mm;zn, the emotional experience of jen is experienced (fetes, hierogsmies, jousts,
ateg).

The chain resaoning begimning with the Chinese auswer
does not require that one should ever posit any other world then the sense world.
With the Chinese answer no contradictions arise that require the exploration of other
poseidbilities. That 13, no contesdictions arose until the impact of the Western
World showed Chine thet her fundamentsl viev of reality must not be as couprehensive

a8 it hed previcusly seemed becsuse here were socleties founded on different knovliedye

that proved 1o be more powerful and capeble of producing the needs of their citizens
more fully them the sssusptions of Chinese civilizations [N -1
one hmdred years sgo no contradictions or difficulties had arisen to cause the
Chinsse to re-elasive their Sundesental assusptions,

M The second question that early Man would have to face
d MBS 1B e gatuwre, ot the gsouree, but the nature of the saimetion and
order that is observed in the sense world and the nsture of vhatever f{t is that is

enisated and oxdered? in the Greek foundations of Wemstern thought, one of the
snpwers vas that the real is stulf, that is, that it is material. Another ansver
was that the real is mmber. In Chine the shsver was that the real i gocis

The next fundemental question) in the narmal chain of ressoning would
e, Iz the Real one or sany? How in both civilizations the seno shewer was given -
that the feal is =« sensed One. But, the next answer divides Chins snd Westera
civilization. Then the quastion is, is it divided or undivided? And cur answer
was thet it is divided. This answer ie requived by the sathropomorphic interpreta~
tion of the source. That is, i the source of the anismation and order is perticulsr
mmmmmmmmuaﬂmwmmnmrrmsm
of different sources. How in China the answer wes given that this senped One which
constitutes reality is wdivided. This enswer wes possible becmuse the most vital
ulﬁﬂtefmmsofmmntymmwumwbeﬂvﬁadwmtm
men but were to be found in Time sad Speace whenever and wherever the esctionsl
Wermwwmwwmmmmmmmm
simply sommuon aotivity, Bocsuse of this answer Chinemse thought was never faced with
mm«xmmmmmwmmaﬁn1mmmwmmm
snd behind the Sensed world. .
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The chain of $hese comtradictions {n Greek thought is briefly ss follows ~ Being

& Ove end belng divided, it must be capable of being divided infinitely. But Yenc's
parsdcx suows this to be isgossible since if the points have extension en infinite
nuaber zould never be conlalped in a fialte line, bad if they d¢ not have extension
s infinite punber would never compose & line =t all, Therefore because of this
contradiction the Renl af ¢ material sensed One 1nfinitel; &ivided was given up

and 1t was sald that the Zeal vos a satertial sepeed nany. Thus, we hed indivieibles
with magaitude. But the discovery of incommensursble magnitudes, i.e., that the
hypotenuses of carteln right trisngles could not be compossd of a vhole mmber
contredictad the theory that the Real is s sensed materisl many. Tb avold this
contradiction, Democritue distinguished between the Real worid and the Sensed

warid, putting the lucossensurability in the Semsed world. The postulasion of a
Real world bayowl the Bemsed world is, of course, an iagportent feature of modern

25X1X6 seisnce. I ;=5 & fev steps and give the conception of nltimste reality

8)

k)

that can be seen in the theories of thres Greek thiniers asd in the conceptions
underiying Confucian ethics. In the physical theory of Damocritus ultisate reality
was sanll bits of matter that have motion in $he Real world, that have being and are
timeless. These compose everything eolse by falling thoether secidentally im
certain vays. In the methessticsl theory of Plato ultimste remlity is ratic (logos).
ALl forms of all thinge spring Zrom certain ultisate ratlos waich have being and
are in the Real worid. In the runetional theory of Ariatotle ultimete reality is
foru. The Torms of gl thiwgs are in the Sensed world logloslly wwt mot actually,
i.e., thoy sre é&"‘%@ﬂt&t:‘h&k 1l and are the Zingl ceuses that Sensed phenomens
sre in the procvess of Seconing, it in Chioese sclence ulticete rexlity wsaz thhee
W be naed Cvangee of Unity which includes the ordsred t@;&z of Immediately
chgerved Jhenomene. Thore in no wutiity smeller than wholo universe which is

o Sensed One sud undivided. {Vhis is pospilic becaust the animation and crder ves
not giver en amibreporsaghic {nterpretation in Thing.) s

Cnee hls dliTeranve fu lhe comesption of weab 1s Resl hax mczsg‘)z('ég( %tzm is

& corvegpending fundasental difference in scientific wethod. [ stete for
anch of the theories Just sbove what the colentific meihof 1g. In the physical
theor; of lemoeriins selentific wellol would consist of rostulation or ultivate
rasl pariiviss Iu e Real world fo wvold the Gifficuity of igcommwensurable nagnituden
end Yo exglaln w1l asimebion »arﬁw’gﬁ‘ ell Sense phemomena - 311 rasliiy - in terms
of the acilon and cwbinetion of Yhsse atenic particles, (With logical Geduction
from the postulsies sud conllemabisn by cheeting bgninst -bserved facts in the
Senged world,] In the matheatical theor, of Ploto sclentilic zethod becomes
postildation of sethessiicals and of ulilumle relics. To godve the protles raised
by incusmensiralle sugnlivdes ené to explaln all anicetion, order and senge
phenomena ia Yerss of ratlc (logos) inposing ifself upon rav wetier and Jooming

and ordering sul aniusting sverything - all reelity. (With logizel deduction

Trom the postulates and sonliviebion by cusciing scainsy cbaesved fects Lo the
dopse world.) In the Tunetlonal thecry of Aristotls sclemtific method becomes
obgervatlion, desoription and classification of Seased phenuuens according to

ghat cheracteristics the phancmena poswess. (Jcin'n. Y sorars, ~posiss wnd
diffevence) and what they will beocome. (Postulation is involved in the theory of
final cauess.) In the sciestific theory underlying Confucimn ethics seientific

wethod lg observelion, description and clsssificatlon of senso § iv temas
wot of vt they are or of vhat they will b but in terme of yhat they do. (A
tree stends wpright and sives shade. It not stand wpright and zive shede it

is wob & tree. A soa im not A 800 unlees he acts towvard his faiher as & son should

‘aet, ete.) Ubservation, descriptlion amd slasgificatlion oot of charecteristics of

SBensed phancuens byl of Sensed phenowoens g of the whiole entity =
e Bensed Onemess of the undlivided universe. eounts as One Senged phencomens
the sese o8 a mountaln, & river, & fish or o bizd axcept thet he is able to know
mtvumai‘aumiwmmzmmm1ttehelpwmuze£t%aymﬁng1t
avident to other creatures.

Ihe Chinese ascepted the world as it appesred and only attempied Lo discover the
intrissic barmonies 1o the world aud to maintaln harwowy by seelng that every
ereature and thing found ite place and kept its place so that the Larmony might be
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naintained. With the birth of Greek sclence the “estérn world embsrhed on g Jroject
of golng behiind the world of appearances to an ultimate Real asthesstical world

postulated to exiat behind and give rise to the world of sppesrance, Ihis led to a
control over ths world of appearance so that men could conetitute the kind of a world
they wented to live in, selke 1t fit their desires and opinions end ecmsequently

congtitute o social order of thelr own maling and constitute govermsents 1o maintain
what socisl ordsr. This iz the root of Comstituticmal Lew. It fo the same rcot as
physisal sofence ond au our cphasis upon pover. Because here the gosl is not simply
t0 discover the proper oyder and to stéaia it in order to schieve heowony. Here the
goad i to gain power by ¢omtrol over cur emvironment and including other men in it,
then t0 Justly share that power and justly shere the tasks of creating the power anmd
the produsts of the use of that power in order that the finel goal shall bo justice,

Thus the Chinsse ware constitutionally unable to underptand what we mesnt by progress
or what W peant by sclentific method, Thay were constitutionally unable becsuse the
focus of their mental eye wveas different fros the focus of our 8o that vhen the

ssme things were before us we each saw somethlng 4diflerent.

Whst cultural factom {1neluding philoscphical) rematn todsy ss probably strong
deterremts to progress in science and technology?

The cultural factors arising from the fundmmental differences set cut above ave so
thoroughly a part of every fscet of Chinose life that it is s tresendous wrench for
a Chinsee & even wonteive of vhist o Westarner 15 taliing ebout when he speaxs of

the seientific method., This difficulty is belshtensd b the natwre of the Chinese
language vhich has never departed from being an essentially plcetogpaphic ome,. It

What cultural factors might account for Western trained Chinese scientists failing
te continue profuctive wuk after returning to Ching with & good record of schievement
shroad under Western zuidence and inspirvation? '

The culturel factors dhet acoomunt for Western trained Chinese scientists failing %o
continue poductive work after retuming to Chine even though they hed & good
reccad of achievement sbroed under Western guidance and inspirgtion sre seen in the
ansver to guastion "2 pbove., It is too ccapletely frustrating for sven s

Chinese who has som this fundszental difference to try %@ show it to the other
Chinese arcund hin. Ha neste with absolutely no perception of vhat bhe ig tallking

25X 1X6 Skout and pretty soon ho just gives wp. I o:ocifically of the experience

of Chiang Monlin that he relsted to bé. When he wmt beck to China he tried to point
cut this NHmdmnental 4ifference to his colleagues in Peltdng University vhere Ber o
great momber of yeors he wes chancellor. He Jjust zot tired of being laughed st, They
d1dn't awe 1t sud he met with no suppert in his effort to try to make them see it, so
it Just got %0 be too much of & kmonden for him to try to get them to see 1t 20 he
vt along with Chinose wmys. .

[Availgble on lomn from CIA Librery 1s & copy of the outline noted in pmragraph lei
hove ’
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